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Appdintm’ent

By EDWARD P. MORGAN
(From an ABC Broadcast)

T MCMOranaunn 10 ATYTAAW Bt
.ernment officials hoping to move
upward in the Johnson adminis-
fration: don't push. As an illus-
‘tralion take the casc of Nicholas

about his " business, which was !
considerable _and included new

‘civil rights challenges in the
‘South. And the President, it turn-
! ed out, was going quietly about

e Belleville Katzenbach who re- yis business too. He had, in facl. !

cenily won full-fledged appoint-
[ment as Attorney General of the
1 Uniled " States after holding the
;job in an uncertain “acting’’ capa-
city for nearly six months.

'considered Fortas and Clifford and
‘also his trusted friend from Scn-
‘ate Space Committee days, Ed-;
\win Weisl, now Democratic na- |
‘lional committeeman from New -

When Robert Kennedy, after ‘youk “for the job but each in his

being dealt out of the vice presi-
dential sweepstakes, belatedly de-

. ‘cided to run for the Senate from

New York he recommended to

President Johnson his number one !
deputy at the Juctice Department, |

.Katzenbach, as the interim ap-
poiniment. Kennedy said, in el-
“ect, he appréciated the intimate

‘and  understanding - relationship

.necessary between the President

and his Attorncy General and con- :

ceded he would in all likelihood
‘want to pick his “own man’ for
‘permanent appointment after the
election. He endorsed Katzenbach

. highly and said he knew he would
“value even a temporary elevation

. to the cabinet! The President. con-
curred.

There then followed a long and.:

_suspenseful interval toward the
+end of which one ol Kalzenbach’s

: friends quipped that he might be.
remembered as serving the long-

"est term as acting Attorney Gen-

eral in hislory. This particular .

own way ,and for his own rea-
sons had demurred with thanks
and each had told him thatl hei
i uttewdy had A fine Atlorney Gen
eral,in Katzenbach, :
The President was - implessed,

i ‘not only with their recommeondas-

¢ tlons but with Katzenbach's owne
i performance. However if there is

a man in government whose judg-
" ment of men Mr, Johson res-
peets above all olhers it probably
. 18 Defense Secretary Robert Me-
1 Namara. When he asked Me-
~ Namara to namc a choice but
. to “sleep on it” [irst, the Secre-
tary is reported to have replied,
“I don't need to. You alrcady

' -have the man' ' . :
So inevitably the President eall-:

., ed his acting Attorncy General in..
- As an authentic version of the’

“story goes he -asked Katzenbach'
what he wanted to do. The latter

- government service. A judgeship
perhaps? lle would be honored

cabinet officer is, in the full) but he thought he would prefer

sense of the term, ‘‘the Presi- -

dent’s lawyer” and although it
;would be hard to duplicate the

1bmtherly empathy between Presi--

dent Kennedy and his Attorney
‘General, it was widely speculated
—and expected—th at President
iJohnson would sclect a man al-

,ready .close to him. The nare -

-of a distinguished attorney in

Houslon was given prominence..

:So were those of two top Wash-
dngton lawyers, Abe Fortas and
‘Clark Clifford, both of whom had
:long known the President,and who

"already were serving as unoffic- -

jal but imporfant White Housc
.adviscrs,
The November landslide came

and went and still no word from.”

the White' House on who would
head the Justice Depariment for
the full term. Some columnists
scolded the President for delays

on this and  other %ppoingments. .
Katzenbach himself went quietly

fo stay in. the exccutive branch.’
©. What about the directorship of.
¢+ the Central Tntelligence Agency,:
i since Jobn McCone had indicated !
["he wanted to leave soon? Katzen-;
¢ hach’s reply was i effect, that-
i he would like to serve: where his,
chief Hhought he would hé best!

that: he coveted the Attorney:

1" Generalship though it was hardly

a secret in Washington that that’
was his ovetrriding wish. .

The President was so impressed
that afterwards he mentioned thei
inlerview to his wife and Ladyi
Bird concurred that this was a
healthlul approach to ‘publie ser-
vice. Upshot: nomination and con-
firmation -of Nicholas de Belleville:
Katzenbach as Attorney General. .
A few days later, in a remark:
to a f{riend, the President paid
Katzenbach an important tribute. :
“He' knows me a little,” Mr.’
... Johnson- said; with .a twinkle-.in "

his cye.
The Prosident is fiercely proud
of his administration and pays

John Kemedy tribute for l.laving,:
“on the whole, selocted cabinet of-

ficers and their deputics so wel!.
He is determined, he vows pri-
valely, to maintain and if possible
increase  excellence of appoint-
.ments, The [act that Katzenbach

was a Rhodes Scholar did not .

handicap his sclection and the
President is apt to mention that
Civil Service Chief John Macy,
“.who is also in charge of top-level
recruitment for the LBJ regime;
is a Phi Beta IKappa.

‘As for the CIA job, there is
reason fo belicve President John-
son has been reviewing the pos-

, sibilities of another Phi Beta

Kappa, a young (47-year-old)

highly successful ‘Dallas “attorney
\t pf - the * University ‘of Texas and
" the Yale Law. School. ‘He may not
' “be the man, but if he has Katzen-
" bach's cool approach, he. might
{ make it o

. named Eupgene Locke, s graduate

replied he 'would like' to stay in’

fitted' to serve. Not a murmur: ™
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